NPS Need to Know Newsletter Acquisition Research Program, 2021-05-28 by Johnson, Michelle & Asch, Larry
Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive
DSpace Repository
Acquisition Research Program Acquisition Research Program Need to Know Newsletter
2021-05-28
NPS Need to Know Newsletter Acquisition
Research Program, 2021-05-28
Johnson, Michelle; Asch, Larry
Monterey, California. Naval Postgraduate School
http://hdl.handle.net/10945/66527
This publication is a work of the U.S. Government as defined in Title 17, United
States Code, Section 101. Copyright protection is not available for this work in the
United States.
Downloaded from NPS Archive: Calhoun
 
May 28, 2021         Issue 56 
The full defense budget should be going to Congress today—historically late—and our top story 
covers the conversation between top DOD officials and House appropriators at yesterday’s 
hearing. Expect to see a battle between legacy systems and emerging capabilities as DOD 
pivots for the future within a (relatively) constrained budget. HASC Chair Adam Smith has a 
commentary out this week making clear what he thinks of systems that have failed by going 
over budget, under delivering capabilities, or being canceled. In his words, “not getting what you 
paid for is unacceptable.”  In Tuesday’s confirmation hearing for Frank Kendall, Susanna Blume, 
and Heidi Shyu, all three shared their thoughts on acquisition challenges such as the F-35 and 
the balance between R&D and sustainment costs.  
In other acquisition news, sam.gov has officially replaced the beta version, with only a few 
snags in the transition this week. The CMMC Board has a plan for getting the first assessors 
trained—key to certification being possible. In our Research section, we’re excited to share the 
latest on China’s Military-Civil Fusion from a team that has presented at this and previous 
symposia, Emily de la Bruyère and Nathan Picarsic. Their thorough research sheds light on why 
everyone is talking about China as the “pacing threat” and why it’s past time to examine the 
global supply chain. When you’re tired of reading, take four minutes to watch and listen as one 
of our ARP-supported students shares his team’s research on how the Navy educates supply 
corps officers. When talking about their research during the symposium earlier this month, these 
students noted that “we have a definite career path leaving NPS.” But their research shows that 
the Navy can be more intentional for other educational and professional paths.  
Happy Memorial Day weekend, and here’s to those who gave their lives to keep so many others 
safe. 
 
This Week’s Top Story 
Pentagon budget will shake up ‘legacy’ systems. Lawmakers are shaking back. 
Joe Gould, Defense News 
A day before details of President Joe Biden’s first defense budget will be released, top 
Pentagon officials asked Congress to let them use the budget to shed unneeded weapons in 
order to invest in forward-looking technologies now ― but it was not an easy conversation. 
In an appearance before House appropriators Thursday, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said 
the forthcoming budget will spend more on advanced technologies like hypersonics and artificial 
intelligence, and divest from “older ships, aircraft, and [intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance] platforms that demand more maintenance, upkeep and risk than we can 
afford.” 
“By making sure we are focused on acquiring the right kinds of capabilities that we need to be 
relevant in the future fight, I think this puts us in a good place,” Austin said. “That requires us to 
take a hard look with the services with capabilities that will not be relevant in a future fight and 
really begin to no longer invest in them.” 
The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Mark Milley, said when he became the Army 
chief of staff six years ago, military budgets were “mortgaging our future to pay for our present.” 
With an eye on China, the forthcoming budget “is biasing the future over the present, slightly.” 
Read more. 
 
ARP and NPS News 
18th Acquisition Research Symposium Explores Synergy, Technology in Acquisition 
Strategies 
MC2 Tom Tonthat, Naval Postgraduate School 
“Defense acquisition is a critical enabler in getting capabilities across the finish line to the 
warfighter, and this Symposium is a key part of improving that process,” said retired Vice Adm. 
David Lewis, NPS’ Chair of Acquisition. 
Student Research Video: Optimizing the Navy Supply Corps 810 Program--Analysis and 
Recommendations 
Originally presented as part of the student poster show at the 18th Annual Acquisition Research 
Symposium. LCDR Shawn Grogan shares his team's research calculating the effectiveness of 
the Navy's program to send supply corps officers to a top-30 U.S. business school. These 
graduates are expected to serve in leadership assignments where their educational experience 
is needed to influence strategy, innovation, and significant DoD business decisions. This ARP-
supported research analyzes data that shows challenges with the current system and provides 
recommendations to increase the Navy’s return on investment.  
NPS Students Tackle Key Challenges of the Mobile CubeSat Network 
MC2 Nathan K Serpico, Naval Postgraduate School 
Four Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) students, representing the Navy and Army, have each 
conducted thesis research to advance and address unique aspects of the Mobile CubeSat 
Command and Control (MC3) Network, a Department of Defense (DOD)-led ground station 
network providing common-use infrastructure for small satellite research.  
 
Acquisition and Innovation 
Biden Nominees Want to Shake Up Pentagon Weapons Buying Process 
Marcus Weisgerber, Defense One  
NIST to consolidate existing supply chain guidance before issuing new 
recommendations 
Dave Nyczepir, Fedscoop 
Tech companies write to Biden administration pushing commercial tech preference 
Dave Nyczepir and John Hewitt Jones, Fedscoop 
CMMC accreditation chief says assessor training coming ‘mid-to-late’ summer 
Jackson Barnett, Fedscoop  
(No-longer-beta) SAM.gov gets a qualified B+ 
Tom Temin, Federal News Network 
Commentary: Wasted dollars and unfulfilled requirements: The case for fixing Pentagon 
procurement 
Rep. Adam Smith, Defense News 
Commentary; How to fund security and modernize at the same time 
Michael Garland and Gaurav “GP” Pal, FCW 
 
Events 
DoD Supply Chain Vulnerabilities – Perspectives from the House Armed Services 
Committee 
GMU Center for Government Contracting 
June 18, 2021  |  10:00 am ET 
 
Defense and Federal Government 
2 Key Defense Studies Focus on Science, Tech, and Diversity 
Amy McCullough, Air Force Magazine  
US Navy conducts first live-fire test of hypersonic missile motor 
Megan Eckstein, Defense News 
Commentary: The Pentagon needs a plan to get punched in the mouth 
Christopher M. Dougherty, C4ISRNET 
New Resource: Defense Futures Simulator 
The American Enterprise Institute, the Center for Strategic and International Studies, and War 
on the Rocks partnered to address a shared concern: lack of understanding about how defense 
strategy is translated into concrete budget choices. To meet this challenge, the three 
organizations built the Defense Futures Simulator. 
 
Research 
Defusing Military-Civil Fusion: The Need to Identify and Respond to Chinese Military 
Companies 
Emily de la Bruyère and Nathan Picarsic  
Spare Parts Contracts: Collecting Additional Information Could Help DOD Address 
Delays in Obtaining Cost or Pricing Data 
U.S. Government Accountability Office 
 
Congress 
SECAF nominee walks a tightrope on F-35 procurement plans 
Valerie Insinna, Defense News  
After rare reversal, Wormuth confirmed once again as first woman Army secretary 
Davis Winkie, Army Times  
Secretary of Defense Opening Remarks for Testimony Before the House Appropriations 
Committee – Defense (AS PREPARED) 
DoD Newsroom  
